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Archdiocese of Malta 

 

Overview for 2020 

In 2020, the entities comprising the Archdiocese of Malta registered a net surplus of 

€1.19 million, down by 66% compared to €3.52 million in 2019. It was a difficult 

financial year for the Archdiocese in view of the COVID-19 pandemic, and overall 

results were influenced by one-off occurrences. 

 

Income 

Income dropped by €3.13 million. Collections received by parishes plummeted by 40% 

as churches closed for three months, and church-goers declined following this period, 

in part due to capacity restrictions. Overall, donations declined marginally to €5.1 

million. Inheritances increased by €2.57 million, mainly by Dar tal-Providenza and Dar 

tal-Kleru. Fund raising edged up by €0.14 million, primarily attributable to Caritas. 

Income from property declined to €1.10 million, following numerous requests for rent 

reductions or deferrals. 

Following a European Central Bank recommendation adopted in March, no dividend 

was paid out by APS Bank, contributing to the decrease in investment income of €4.88 

million. Realised capital gains on investments declined to €0.99 million. 

Fees and other income from residents went down, following the closure of Dar 

Sant’Anna in Senglea. Church dues decreased by 21%, mainly due to the 

postponement of marriages. Drops were also registered in the number of visitors to 

the Mdina Cathedral Museum and the Mosta Basilica, by 84% and 80% respectively. 

Government funding went up by €2.47 million, of which €0.78 million related to the 

COVID-19 emergency fund, media support, and the reimbursement of COVID-19 

related expenses in homes for the elderly. 

 

Expenditure 

Expenditure was contained and decreased by €2.59 million. Salary costs accounted 

for 66% of total expenditure, up by €1.11 million over 2019.  This is net of the COVID 

wage supplement of €0.53 million. Operational and maintenance costs, including 

conservation and restoration of ecclesiastical heritage, went down by €2.22 million to 

€13.32 million. Charitable donations, including those to people in need, went up to 

€0.48 million. 
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Average Number of Employees 

The Archdiocese employed 1,332 lay persons, of which 1,034 were full-timers (see 

table below). Increases in full-timers were mainly registered at the Archbishop’s Curia 

and homes for children and the elderly. In addition to these employees, the 

Archdiocese provided remuneration to 264 diocesan priests (2019: 252). 

 

  2020 2019 

  Full-time Part-time Full-time Part-time 

Archbishop’s Curia 96 32 76 42 

Homes for children and the elderly 256 112 232 168 

Homes for persons with a disability 226 73 229 62 

Media services 23 13 22 15 

Archbishop’s Seminary and Sacred Heart 

College 

298 24 281 22 

Monasteries 4 2 4 3 

Sextons 27 7 22 11 

Other entities 104 35 92 42 

 Total 1,034 298 958 365 
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Archdiocese of Malta 

 

  2020  2019 
  €  € 
Income     
     

Property Income 
     

1,100,075        1,210,811  
Net Investment Income and realised capital gains    3,944,876      8,826,437  
Collections and Donations 6,645,641        8,217,239  
Inheritances 4,725,394  2,150,831 
Fundraising 2,284,708  2,142,044 
Gross contribution on advertising and sales 764,642  1,303,872 
Fees and other income from residents 6,655,562  6,674,731 
Church Dues 198,886  252,435 
Government contributions 14,680,771  12,207,013 
Other income 3,467,318  4,610,743 

   44,467,873      47,596,156 

     
Expenditure    
     

Remuneration to priests and lay employees 
   

28,841,195   27,726,620 
Maintenance works (incl. 
conservation/restoration)    5,157,692   5,802,414 
Operational costs   8,158,081   9,735,450  
Taxation    (119,158)        1,361,115 
Donations       481,212       455,638  
Depreciation    1,435,736   1,466,625 

  43,954,758   46,547,862  

     
Net Operating Surplus 513,115  1,048,294 
     
Unrealised (losses)/gains on exchange (121,063)         68,430  
Exceptional donation 800,000  2,400,000 
    

Net result for the year 1,192,052  3,516,724 
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Archbishop’s Curia 
 

Overview for 2020 

In 2020, the Archbishop’s Curia registered a deficit of €4.45 million compared to one 

of €0.03 million in 2019, after providing for subsidies to various diocesan entities. The 

COVID-19 pandemic had a significant adverse impact on the bottom line following a 

European Central Bank recommendation precluding APS Bank from paying a 

dividend. In 2019 this dividend amounted to €4.50 million. 

 

Income 

Income dropped by 54%, or €5.34 million. The main decrease was recorded in 

investment income, as no dividend was forthcoming from APS Bank. Increases were 

recorded in clergy fund income and property income. A rise in donations was offset by 

a decrease in ecclesiastical tribunal fees. 

 

Expenditure 

Expenditure declined by 10% to €8.1 million. Remuneration to the clergy and lay 

employees accounted for 69% of total expenditure, reaching €5.62 million.  This figure 

includes the effect of the government’s COVID wage supplement of €0.32 million. An 

increase in operational costs was more than offset by a decline in professional fees. 

Donations advanced by 35% to €0.14 million, including those given to individuals and 

families who received support from the Archbishop’s Charity Fund during the 

challenging pandemic times. The cost of repairs and restoration went up by 25%, 

reaching €0.86 million. 
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Archbishop’s Curia 

 

  2020  2019 

  €  € 
Income     
     
Property Income      177,028        162,881  
Net Investment Income and realised capital 
gains    1,856,024      6,832,653  
Collections and Donations      226,056        137,601  
Ecclesiastical Tribunal Fees      132,707        205,221  
Clergy Fund Income    1,466,865      1,352,424  
Other Income      729,133      1,235,514  

     4,587,813      9,926,294  

     
Expenditure    
     
Remuneration to priests and lay employees    5,616,567      5,817,005  
Operational Costs    1,055,319        940,437  
Repairs, maintenance and improvements      858,029        684,183  
Professional Fees      283,591        457,919  
Donations       140,393        104,282  
Depreciation      211,247        210,018  
Taxation  (18,053)       879,461  

     8,147,093      9,093,305  

     
Net (deficit)/surplus before distribution of 
subsidies (3,559,280)       832,989  

     
Subsidies: Children's Homes      134,531   (554) 

 

Foundation for Theological 
Studies      127,021        170,792  

 Episcopal Conference        16,333          36,937  

 Homes for the Elderly      251,727        226,907  

 Media      320,276        476,956  

 Vocations Centre          7,506                   -  

Total subsidies      857,394        911,038  

     
Net deficit after distribution of subsidies (4,416,674)  (78,049) 

     
Unrealised (losses)/gains on difference on 
exchange (35,641)         47,098  
    

Net result for the year (4,452,315)  (30,951) 
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Notes 

 

1. The Archdiocese of Malta comprises the following: Central Fund (including the 

Clergy Fund, Mass Office and the Ecclesiastical Tribunal), Taqsima Finanzi, 

parishes (excluding those run by religious orders), the Metropolitan Chapter, 

homes for children and for the elderly, homes for persons with a disability, the 

Archbishop’s Seminary and Sacred Heart schools, media services, cloistered 

monasteries, and other entities (including Caritas, the Migrants’ Commission, the 

Cana Movement and the Catholic Institute). 

 

2. The Archbishop’s Curia comprises the following: Central Fund (including the 

Clergy Fund, Mass Office and the Ecclesiastical Tribunal) and Taqsima Finanzi. 

 

3. The Income and Expenditure details in this report are extracted from the audited 

financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2020, which were reviewed 

by the Audit Committee on 26 July 2021 and approved by the Diocesan Finance 

Committee and the Diocesan Representative Council on 30 July 2021. Average 

number of employees for 2019 have been revised. 

 

4. Further details are available from the Administrative Secretary at the Archbishop’s 

Curia upon written request. Emails may be sent to media@maltadiocese.org. 

mailto:media@maltadiocese.org
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